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ABSTRACT 

This curriculum guide outlines a program designed for 
Cree high school students in Alborta, Canada to study their Native 
language and culture. The curriculum is also appropriate for 
non-Native students. The first part of the guide, concerning 
philosophy and rationale, discusses the history of the Cree language 
and culture, stressing the importance of preserving Native culture 
through language., In the second part, general learner expectations 
are listed, including experience using the language, knowledge about 
language and language learning, and culture* In the third part of the 
guide specific learner expectations are detailed. Specifically, 
students will: (1) use the Cree language in situations where the Cree 
culture is explicit or implicit; (2) demonstrate an ability to apply 
general knowledge about language and language learning to their 
learning of the Cree language; and (3) demonstrate a knowledge and 
appreciation of aspects of the Cree culture, its attitudes and 
values. The specific learner expectations are divided into 3 levels 
of proficiency (10, 20, 30) that move students from the skills 
required to interact in controlled or predictable situations to those 
requiring more spontaneous interaction. The cultural component of the 
program includes Cree values and emphasizes traditional practices 
such as story-telling and respect for Elders. The program also 
reflects the seasonal and cyclical nature that is manifested in Cree 
cultural beliefs and customs. The curriculum is communi ty-*based and 
promotes the involvement of Elders and community leaders in program 
delivery. (LP) 
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CREE LANGUAGE AND 
CULTURE 10, 20. 30: 
PROGRAM OF STUDIES 



A. PHILOSOPHY AND RATIONALE 



What Does the Cree Language Mean to the 
Cree People? 

To the Cree, as to most ethnic and cultural 
groups, their language is more than a form of 
communication. Language is inextricably linked 
with beliefs and customs. 

Traditionally, Cree Elders were story tellers who 
amused and educated listeners for hours by 
telling repeated versions of Cree stories using 
humour, analogy and dramatization. In this 
way, the history, knowledge, values and sacred 
beliefs of the Cree-speaking nations have been 
transmitted from generation to generation for 
thousands of years. The oral tradition is the link 
among generations past and present, and those 
who are yet to be bom. 

The Cree language is the medium for passing 
down culture; but it is also the essence of the 
culture. The Cree language expresses a lifestyle 
and a world view. It expresses the Cree people's 
spiritual relationship with nature, with others 
and with the Creator, The Cree language is 
central to Native identity, family bonding and 
kinship ties. It is also central to traditional Cree 
skills such as negotiating and reaching 
consensus. Therefore, the Cree language offers 
significant and profound insights into the Cree 
culture. 



History of the Cree Language and Culture 

Various events, past and present, have 
progressively eroded the Cree language and 
culture. Social and economic upheaval, 
beginning with European contact, brought many 
changes for the Cree-speaking nations. Formal 
schooling programs tended to separate children 
from their families and strictly prohibit 
communication in the Cree language. Because of 
this separation of the Cree people from their 
language and culture over time, most Native 
youth today have little or no knowledge of the 
Cree language and culture. Many Native 
children do not speak the Cree language at 
home. This is a serious concern to most of the 
Elders in Cree-speaking communities. 

Revival of the Cree Language and Culture 

The Cree, in searching for their traditional 
values and culture, have come to realize the 
importance of releaming, renewing and reviving 
the Cree language and culture. Many Native 
people and Native organizations are now 
interested in establishing Cree language 
programs in schools. 

In response to these interests and needs, Alberta 
Education has worked with Cree communities to 
produce a Cree 10, 20, 30 program for Alberta 
high schools. This program will provide students 
with opportunities to study Cree language and 
culture and in doing so help the Cree language 
and culture to flourish once again. 
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What Does the Program Look Like? 

The program states goals and objectives for 
developing Cree language skills, cultural 
knowledge and cultural attitudes. The culttiral 
component of the program includes Cree values 
and emphasizes traditional practices such as 
story-telling and respect for Elders. The 
program also reflects the seasonal and cyclical 
nature that is manifested in Cree cultural beliefs 
and customs. 

The curriculum is community-based. The 
teachers are expected to work closely with the 
community of parents and Elders, and to involve 
Elders and community leaders in the delivery of 
the program. Elders and community leaders will 
act as advisors and provide direction and 
guidance to facilitate the learning of the 
language and cultural content. 

In this program, the broad objectives are called 
"general learner expectations" to emp.iasize the 
importance of the learner. The student's 
development of Cree language proficiency occurs 
through experience. In other words, the learner 
must use the language in order to learn it. In 
this program, proiiciency in the Cree language 
includes knowledge of culture, awareness of 
attitudes that encourage "Nativeness" and 
knowledge of language learning. 

The specific learner expectations describe what 
communicative skills and attitudes students 
should acquire, and what general knowledge 
they should have of the Cree language and 
language learning. It is expected that teachers 
will relate these expectations to real-life 
experiences that are explicitly or implicitly 
cultural. The language expectations should not 
be met by teaching and evaluating language 
skills and knowledge separately from cultural 
learning. 

The teacher shoxild adapt the expectations for 
cultural learning in this program to suit the 
community's circumstances, conditions and 
needs. 

Outcomes 

This senior high school Cree language and 
culture program will help students in several 
ways. First, Cree students today need to be 



reacquainted with their culture. As well, 
language is a powerful mediinn for expressing 
oneself; it is an important instrument in 
developing self-awareness and identity, which is 
the first step in any kind of personal growth. 
Equally important is the need to foster positive 
attitudes, wiiich also promote self-awareness and 
self-esteem. By focussing on the Cree language 
and culture through this program, students will 
further appreciate and value their Cree heritage 
and identity. Traditionally, it was through 
language that the Cree maintained strong bonds 
with family, tribal kin and nature. It is hoped 
that the Cree children of today will be able to 
develop a social cohesiveness and feel a sense of 
belonging as they learn their language. The 
Cree-speaking people, both Indian and Metis, 
wish to defme their identity as a distinct people 
further by maintaining their language ;ind 
cultm-e. 

The knowledge and skills provided by the Cree 
language and culture program will have 
practical value as well. As more emphasis is 
placed on Native communications and culture, 
there will be job opportunities in this area. And, 
credit in the program can be used to fulfill the 
second language entrance requirement of many 
colleges and universities. 

The program has potential beyond the 
significant benefit it will provide to individual 
students. The Cree world view, essentially 
coexistence in harmony with nature, is suddenly 
of interest to many of us who are concerned about 
environmental issues. Similarly, there is a place 
in the world for the Cree values of giving, 
sharing, cooperation and humility. These Cree 
teachings, whether transmitted by Elders to 
yoimg people, or from Cree to non-Cree, could 
help to promote and foster greater tolerance and 
understanding among Albertans. 
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B. GENERAL LEARNER EXPECTATIONS 



The general learner expectations describe, in 
broad terms, what knowledge, skills and 
attitudes students should be able to demonstrate 
as a result of their learning experiences in the 
Cree Language and Cultture Program. 

The expectations for this program are: 

1. Experience Using the Language 

Students will have experience using the Cree 
language in situations where the Cree 
culture is explicit or implicit. In these 
situations, students will demonstrate the 
following specific skills and attii;udes: 

1.1 An ability to communicate fluently and 
effectively; 

1.2 An ability to communicate for a variety 
of purposes; 

1.3 An ability to communicate in a variety 
of situations; 

1.4 A willingness to adopt and maintain 
attitudes which foster learning of the 
language and culture; 

1.5 An ability to interact appropriately in 
Cree cultural situations. 

2. Knowledge about Language and Language 
Learning 

Students will demonstrate an ability to apply 
general knowledge about language and 
language learning to their learning of the 
Cree language. 

3. Culture 

Students will demonstrate a knowledge and 
appreciation of aspects of the Cree cultm*e, 
its attitudes and values. 
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C. SPECIFIC LEARNER EXPECTATIONS 



The specific learner expectations on the 
following pages expand on each of the general 
learner expectations. They are explicit 
statements about what students are expected to 
achieve. The expectations serve as benchmarks 
to indicate stages in students' development of 
their language and cultural proficiency. 

The expectations move the students from 
concrete and familiar knowledge to more 
abstract and applied knowledge. They also move 
the students from the skills required to interact 
in controlled or predictable situations those 
requiring more spontaneous and creative 
interaction. 

REQUIRED AND ELECTIVE COMPONENTS 

The instructional time for the Cree 10, 20, 30 
program is to be allocated as follows: 

• 80% required component 

• 20% elective component. 

The required component of the program 
consists of all the language and cultural 
expectations outlined in the program statement. 

The elective component of the program 
consists of language and cultural expectations 
which permit the teacher to: 

• remediate or reinforce skills, concepts and 
attitudes from the required component 

• extend or enrich the program to meet 
particular student or Cree community 
interests 

• meet the instructional needs of minority 
students, who may be either students whose 
first language is Cree or students learning 
Cree as a second language. 
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